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Transportation Authority be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The proclamation follows. 
PROCLAMATION 

Whereas, in connection with the issuance 
of the Alameda Corridor Transportation Au-
thority Subordinate Lien Revenue Refunding 
Bonds, Series 2004A and Series 2004B, the Au-
thority intends to prepay the remaining bal-
ance of the Federal Loan dated January 17, 
1997 by and between the Alameda Corridor 
Transportation Authority (ACTA) and the 
United States Department of Transpor-
tation, Federal Highway Administration 
(DOT); 

Whereas, the City of Los Angeles, the City 
of Long Beach and ACTA hereby acknowl-
edge the critical role of the DOT in the de-
velopment and financing of the Alameda 
Corridor Project; 

Whereas, the DOT was an instrumental 
partner in achieving the substantial comple-
tion of the Alameda Corridor Project and in 
significantly improving the transportation 
system and movement of goods in the South-
ern California region; 

Now Therefore, the undersigned hereby 
proclaim their gratitude and appreciation to 
the DOT for its efforts in connection with 
this significant transportation project.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FATHER JOHN D. 
DEATRICK 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
honor an outstanding member of the 
Catholic church, Father John D. 
Deatrick, the pastor at St. Martha in 
Louisville, KY. 

Father Deatrick is retiring June 13, 
2004 upon reaching the mandatory re-
tirement age of the Catholic church. 
He has been an ordained priest for 38 
years. Throughout his years as a pas-
tor, Father Deatrick served as chaplain 
at St. Xavier High School as well as 
Bellermine University where he also 
served as the Bellermine Knights base-
ball coach. He has remained a steadfast 
baseball fan throughout the years and 
attends the National spring training 
camp in Florida when he gets the op-
portunity. 

Father Deatrick has been the pastor 
at St. Martha for 11 years. He will be 
greatly missed by the members of his 
congregation. I join all Kentuckians in 
commending Father Deatrick for his 
faithfulness and dedication to the 
Catholic church for the past 38 years. I 
wish him well in his retirement.∑ 

f 

2004 WINNERS OF THE ‘‘WE THE 
PEOPLE: THE CITIZEN AND THE 
CONSTITUTION’’ NATIONAL COM-
PETITION 

∑ Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, on May 
1–3, 2004, over 1,200 students from 
across the United States visited our 
Nation’s Capital to take part in the na-
tional finals of We the People: The Cit-
izen and the Constitution. This pro-
gram, administered by the Center for 
Civic Education and funded by the De-
partment of Education, was developed 
specifically to educate young people 
about our great Constitution and Bill 
of Rights. 

I am proud to announce that students 
from East Brunswick High School in 
East Brunswick, NJ, won first place in 
this prestigious academic event. After 
winning the statewide competition, 
these outstanding students dem-
onstrated superior knowledge of the 
U.S. Constitution during the national 
competition. 

The 3-day We the People competition 
is modeled after Congressional hear-
ings. First, the students are given an 
opportunity to exhibit their knowlege 
before a panel of adult judges while 
they evaluate, take, and defend posi-
tions on relevant historical and con-
temporary issues. Their testimony is 
followed by questions designed to probe 
the students’ depth of understanding 
and ability to apply their constitu-
tional knowledge. 

This innovative program continues 
to be one of the best antidotes to apa-
thy and cynicism in our Nation. Nu-
merous evaluations and independent 
studies have validated the effectiveness 
of the We the People program on stu-
dents’ civic knowledge and attitudes. 
The program helps students to develop 
an increased understanding of the in-
stitutions of constitutional democracy 
and the fundamental principals and 
values upon which they are founded. It 
also teaches students the skills nec-
essary to participate as effective and 
responsible citizens. 

I commend the students from East 
Brunswick High School on their excep-
tional achievement—their accomplish-
ment is truly inspiring. I wish them 
the best of luck in learning and advo-
cating the fundamental ideals that 
identify us as a people and bind us to-
gether as a Nation.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and withdrawals which were referred to 
the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:26 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 2315. An act to amend the Communica-
tions Satellite Act of 1962 to extend the 
deadline for the INTELSAT initial public of-
fering. 

The message also announced that the 
House passed the following bills in 

which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

H.R. 27. An act to amend the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 to exempt small public 
housing agencies from the requirement of 
preparing an annual public housing agency 
plan. 

H.R. 2771. An act to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to reauthorize the New York 
City Watershed Protection Program. 

H.R. 4227. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend to 2005 the al-
ternative minimum tax relief available in 
2003 and 2004 and to index such relief for in-
flation. 

At 6:18 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. 2443) to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal 
year 2004, to amend various laws ad-
ministered by the Coast Guard, and for 
other purposes, and agree to the con-
ference asked by the Senate on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on. 

Ordered, That the following Members 
be the managers of the conference on 
the part of the House: 

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for consider-
ation of the House bill and the Senate 
amendments, and modifications, com-
mitted to conference: Mr. YOUNG of 
Alaska, Mr. COBLE, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. 
HOEKSTRA, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. SIMMONS, 
Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. 
FILNER, Mr. BISHOP, and Mr. LAMPSON. 

For consideration of the House bill 
and the Senate amendments, and modi-
fications committed to conference: Mr. 
COX and Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 326. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding the 
arbitrary detention of Dr. Wang Bingzhang 
by the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China and urging his immediate release. 

H. Con. Res. 398. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the concern of Congress over Iran’s 
development of the means to produce nu-
clear weapons. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The message further announced that 
the Speaker has signed the following 
enrolled bill: 

S. 2315. An act to amend the Communica-
tions Satellite Act of 1962 to extend the 
deadline for the INTELSAT initial public of-
fering. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated. 

H.R. 27. An act to amend the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 to exempt small public 
housing agencies from the requirement of 
preparing an annual public housing agency 
plan; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 
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